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1
ANTI-SHOCK RELIEF PRINT SCANNING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of, and claims priority
to, U.S. Ser. No. 14/046,380, entitled ANTI-SHOCK
RELIEF PRINT SCANNING, filed Oct. 4, 2013, which
claims priority to U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No.
61/709,703 entitled ANTI-SHOCK RELIEF PRINT SCAN-
NING, filed Oct. 4, 2012, the entire contents of both
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

A body-part relief image scanning device (scanner), such
as a fingerprint recognition device, is used for a variety of
purposes including security. A person’s body-part can con-
tact a surface of the scanner, where an image may be
captured of the body-part, such as a finger print or some
other biometric marker. The resulting image may be com-
pared to a database of body-part images to verify the
person’s identity, for example. A body-part relief print image
device may use an electrode-based, electro-luminescence
component that can utilize an electrical connection between
a relief object and the electro-luminescence component.

SUMMARY

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described
below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not
intended to identify key factors or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limit
the scope of the claimed subject matter.

Accordingly, among other things, one or more techniques
and/or systems are disclosed for mitigating a perceived
electric shock to a user of a body-part relief print image
device. As an example, a base current (e.g., an electrical
current having a first current configuration) may be used to
capture an initial image (e.g., a first image) of the body-part
relief print, and, if based on an analysis of the resulting
image, one or more subsequent images may be captured
using modified current characteristics.

In one implementation, where a perceived electrical sen-
sation may be mitigated for a relief print scanning device, a
current determination component can identify a desired
current configuration for electrical current that is provided to
an electroluminescent-based relief print scanning device. In
this implementation, the desired current configuration can be
identified based on a first image characteristic of a first relief
print image, where the first relief print image may be
provided by the relief print scanning device while utilizing
a first current configuration of the electrical current. Further,
in this implementation, a current adjusting component,
which is operably coupled with the current determination
component, may adjust the first current configuration to a
second current configuration; where the adjustment can be
based on current adjustment data that is provided by the
current determination component.

To the accomplishment of the foregoing and related ends,
the following description and annexed drawings set forth
certain illustrative aspects and implementations. These are
indicative of but a few of the various ways in which one or
more aspects may be employed. Other aspects, advantages
and novel features of the disclosure will become apparent
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from the following detailed description when considered in
conjunction with the annexed drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a component diagram illustrating an example
body-part relief print recognition environment where one or
more portions of one or more techniques and/or one or more
systems described herein may be implemented.

FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate example implementations
where one or more portions of one or more techniques
described herein may be implemented.

FIGS. 3A, 3B, 3C, and 3D are component diagrams
illustrating example implementations where one or more
portions of one or more techniques described herein may be
implemented.

FIG. 4 is a component diagram illustrating an exemplary
system for mitigating perceived electrical sensation for a
relief print scanning device.

FIG. 5 is a component diagram illustrating an example
implementation where one or more portions of systems
described herein may be implemented.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary method
for mitigating perceived electrical sensation for a relief print
scanning device.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating an example imple-
mentation where one or more portions of one or more
techniques described herein may be implemented.

FIG. 8 is an illustration of an exemplary computer-
readable medium comprising processor-executable instruc-
tions configured to embody one or more of the provisions set
forth herein.

FIG. 9 illustrates an exemplary computing environment
wherein one or more of the provisions set forth herein may
be implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The claimed subject matter is now described with refer-
ence to the drawings, wherein like reference numerals are
generally used to refer to like elements throughout. In the
following description, for purposes of explanation, numer-
ous specific details are set forth in order to provide a
thorough understanding of the claimed subject matter. It
may be evident, however, that the claimed subject matter
may be practiced without these specific details. In other
instances, structures and devices are shown in block diagram
form in order to facilitate describing the claimed subject
matter.

A user of a relief print scanner, for example, that com-
prises an electro-luminescent based film, typically places
their finger on the surface of the scanner in contact with both
the surface film and a contact electrode. As a non-limiting
example, the contact electrode can be a source of electrical
current that may be used to activate the electro-luminescent
particles in the film, where the electrical current passes
through the user’s finger to the surface film. In one imple-
mentation, an electro-luminescent-based relief print scan-
ning device may comprise an electro-luminescent based film
that operates in a voltage range of about sixty to about six
hundred volts (e.g., 60-600 VAC), inclusive. In this example,
a user of this type of scanner may perceive an electrical
sensation (e.g., electrical shock), which, in some instances,
may be somewhat uncomfortable. In one implementation,
the perceived electrical sensation may be reduced by reduc-
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ing one or more characteristics of the electrical current (e.g.,
voltage and/or frequency), thereby improving the user’s
comfort during use.

FIG. 1 is a component diagram illustrating an example
body-part relief print recognition environment 100 where
one or more portions of one or more techniques and/or one
or more systems described herein may be implemented. As
shown in the example environment 100, an example body-
part relief print recognition system, such as a fingerprint
recognition system, may comprise a relief print generator
102. The example body-part relief print recognition system
may further comprise a sensor arrangement 104. In one
implementation, the sensor arrangement 104 may comprise
image sensor that can convert an optical image into an
electronic signal, for example, for digital processing of a
captured optical image. As one example, the sensor arrange-
ment 104 may comprise an active pixel sensor (APS), such
as a thin film sensor (e.g., thin film photo-transistor, thin film
photo-diode) or complementary metal-oxide semiconductor
(CMOS). As another example, the sensor arrangement 104
may comprise a charge-coupled device (CCD), or some
other imaging sensor that can convert photons into an
electrical signal.

In one implementation, the relief print generator 102 may
comprise an electrode-based (e.g., single electrode), electro-
luminescence component 106, and/or an electrical connec-
tion 108 (e.g., a power source, such as an A/C source), which
may provide an electrical connection between a relief object
118 and the electro-luminescence component 106. Further,
in one implementation, the electrode-based, electro-lumi-
nescence component 106 may comprise a transparent elec-
trode 110 (e.g., comprising an indium tin oxide (ITO)
material, which may be attached to a polymer substrate), a
luminescent layer 112, and/or a dielectric layer 114 (e.g., a
conductive/insulating layer that allows current to pass). In
one implementation, the relief print generator 102 and the
sensor arrangement 104 may be separated at a distance 116
to each other or may be arranged such that the sensor
arrangement 104 is in contact with the relief print generator
102. As one example, when a relief print recognition system
is activated (e.g., by placing a finger at an image capture
location), light produced by the luminescent layer 106 is
emitted in respective directions, such as directed toward the
sensor arrangement 104.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are component diagrams illustrating
example implementations 200, 250 where one or more
portions of one or more techniques and/or one or more
systems described herein may be implemented. The example
implementation 200 may comprise a portion of a lumines-
cent element (e.g., 102 of FIG. 1) that can be utilized in a
relief print scanner/sensor and the example implementation
250 may comprise a portion of a relief print scanner/sensor.

In FIG. 2A, an example implementation of a portion of a
luminescent element 200 can comprise a light emitting layer
202, such as an electro-luminescence layer. In this imple-
mentation 200, the light emitting layer can be comprised of
fluorescent particles 204 and a binder material 206. In one
implementation, the electro-luminescent particles 204 may
comprise activated particles 208, such as when subjected to
an electrical current 246. Further, in this implementation, the
activated particles 208 may emit photons 242, for example,
thereby producing light when subjected to the electrical
current 246.

In FIG. 2A, the example implementation of the portion of
the luminescent element 200 can comprise a dielectric layer
210, and a transparent electrode 212. In this example imple-
mentation 200, the dielectric layer 210 is resident over the
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4

top portion of, and in contact with, the light emitting layer
202; and the transparent electrode 212 is resident under the
bottom portion of, and in contact with, the light emitting
layer 202. Further, the example implementation of the
portion of the luminescent element 200 can comprise a
power source 214, such as an alternating current (AC) power
source, having an electrode connection 216 in electrical
connection with the transparent electrode 212, and a contact
electrode 218 (e.g., an object contact electrode) residing
substantially adjacent to, a contact surface (e.g., top surface)
of the dielectric layer 210.

In one implementation, a relief object 244 may contact
both the contact surface of the dielectric layer 210 and the
contact electrode 218. In this implementation, for example,
upon contacting both the dielectric layer 210 and the object
contact electrode 218, an electrical circuit may be created
between the contact electrode 218 and the transparent elec-
trode 212, thereby allowing current 246 to flow between the
two electrodes. Further, in this implementation, those por-
tions of the relief object 244 (e.g., body-part relief ridges)
that come in contact with the contact surface of the dielectric
layer 210 can allow current 246 to pass from the contact
electrode 218 to the dielectric layer 210. Additionally, the
current 246 passing through the dielectric layer can activate
the fluorescent particles 204 merely at the location of the
contact. Upon activation, the activated particles 208 may
emit photons 242 merely at the location of the contact of the
portions of the relief object 244 (e.g., fingerprint ridges). In
this way, for example, an illuminated relief print (e.g.,
fingerprint) of the relief object 244 (e.g., finger) may be
produced when the relief object 244 contacts both the
contact electrode 218 and the contact surface of the dielec-
tric layer 210.

As shown in FIG. 2B, a relief print scanner can comprise
an image sensor portion 252, that may be used to capture an
optical image (e.g., an image of a fingerprint) by converting
incoming photons into an electronic signal, for example, for
later digital processing of the captured image. In one imple-
mentation, the image sensor portion 252 may comprise a
thin film sensor array. For example, a thin film sensor-array
may be used to detect photons emitted by a light emitting
component 254 (e.g., the luminescent element 200 of FIG.
2A). Here, as an example, the image sensor portion 252 can
detect light produced by the light emitting component 254
(e.g., produced in the form of a relief print) and produce an
image using a photo-current, by converting the detected
photons into an electrical signal.

In the example implementation 250, a photo-sensitive
layer 256 (e.g., comprising SiH, amorphous silicon) may be
formed between a first source electrode 258 and a first drain
electrode 260 of a light sensing unit 262. When an electrical
charge is applied to a first gate electrode 264, the photo-
sensitive layer 256 becomes responsive to light, for
example, where the photo-sensitive layer 256 may become
electrically conductive when incident to photons of light. As
one example, when light is incident on the photo-sensitive
layer 256 over a predetermined, threshold light amount, the
first source electrode 258 and the first drain electrode 260
may become electrically connected. Therefore, in this
example, light generated from the light emitting component
254 (e.g., comprising a fingerprint pattern) may be received
by the photo-sensitive layer 256, which may cause an
electrical signal to pass from the first source electrode 258
to the first drain electrode 260 (e.g., providing an electronic
signal indicative of the light received).

Further, a switching unit 266 of the image sensor portion
252 can comprise a second source electrode 268, a second
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drain electrode 270 and an intrinsic semiconductor layer
272. As one example, when a negative charge is applied to
a second gate electrode 274, the intrinsic semiconductor
layer 272 may become electrically conductive, thereby
allowing the electrical signal created at the light sensing unit
262 to pass from the second source electrode to the second
drain electrode (e.g., and to an electrical signal reading
component for converting to a digital image). In this way, for
example, the switching unit 266 may be used to control
when an electrical signal indicative of a particular amount of
light may be sent to an electrical signal reading component
(e.g., for processing purposes and/or to mitigate signal
interference with neighboring light sensing units).

Additionally, in this implementation 250, a light shielding
layer 282 may be resident over the top portion of the
switching unit 266. As one example, the light shielding layer
282 may mitigate intrusion of light to the intrinsic semicon-
ductor layer 272, as light can affect the electrical conduc-
tivity of the intrinsic semiconductor layer 272. The image
sensor portion 252 may also comprise a substrate 284 of any
suitable material, onto which the layers of the image sensor
portion 252 may be formed. As one example, when a relief
object 276 (e.g., 244 of FIG. 2A) comes into contact with a
contact electrode 278 and a contact surface (e.g., top sur-
face) of the light emitting component 254, an electrical
current may pass from the contact electrode 278, through the
relief object 276, and into the light emitting component 254.
In this example, the light emitting component 254 may emit
photons 280 that are incident to the photo-sensitive layer
256, thereby allowing an electrical signal (e.g., indicative of
the number of photons received) to pass from the first source
electrode 258 to the second drain electrode 270, and to a
signal reading component.

FIGS. 3A, 3B, 3C, and 3D are component diagrams
illustrating example implementations 300, 320, 350, 370
where one or more portions of one or more techniques
described herein may be implemented. As described in FIG.
2A, when a charge 308 is applied to a contact electrode 304,
and the relief print object 302 (e.g., finger) contacts the
contact electrode 304, the charge may move through the
relief print object 302, to a transparent electrode (e.g., 212
of FIG. 2A) comprised in an electro-luminescence compo-
nent (e.g., 106 of FIG. 1).

In the implementations 320, 350 and 370, the contact
electrode 304 can comprise a conductive element disposed
at least partially around a perimeter of a print scanning
surface 310. In this way, for example, when a relief object
302 is applied to the print scanning surface 310 at least a
portion of the relief object 302 may contact the contact
electrode 304. In the example implementation 350 of FIG.
3C, the contact electrode 304 can comprise one or more
electrode connections 352 (e.g., 216 of FIG. 2A). As one
example, the one or more electrode connections 352 may
electrically couple with the current generator 308, which
may further couple with the transparent electrode. Further,
the shape, design, location of the contact electrode 304 is not
limited to those illustrated in the example implementations;
for example, the contact electrode 304 may comprise any
shape (circle, square, rectangle, dot, line, grid, etc.) appro-
priate for the application, and/or may be located merely at
one portion (e.g., side, corner, etc.) of the surface.

As provided herein, a system may be devised that pro-
vides for mitigating a perceived electrical current for a relief
object scanner. As an example, a perceivable current for a
human may depend on the current type (e.g., alternating or
direct) and/or a current frequency (e.g., in Hertz (Hz)). For
example, as little as 1 milliampere (mA) of alternating
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current (AC) (e.g., 5 mA of direct current (DC), 12 mA of
AC at 10 kHz) may be perceived by a person at 60 Hz,
resulting in a perceived electrical shock. While these types
of electrical shocks typically present little or no danger to a
person, they may be uncomfortable to the scannee whose
relief prints are being scanned.

In one aspect, a reduction in the voltage for the relief
object scanner device may be implemented, for example,
where an amount of reduction may be based on circum-
stances at a time of relief object scanning. Further, the
current used to scan a relief object may be increased, for
example, merely at the time the relief object contacts a
scanning surface of the relief object scanner device. In one
implementation, data, indicative of one or more relief object
scanning variables, may be collected and processed at the
time of relief object scanning. In this implementation, the
data may be used to identify a desired voltage and/or current
(e.g., or some other characteristic of current, such as resis-
tance, electrical impedance, frequency, and/or amperage) for
the scanning that can provide a more comfortable experience
to the scannee, while also providing a desired image quality
for the resulting image of the relief object.

FIG. 4 is a component diagram illustrating an exemplary
system 400 for mitigating perceived electrical sensation for
a relief print scanning device. In the exemplary system 400,
a current determination component 404 is operably coupled
with a current adjusting component 402. The current deter-
mination component 404 is configured to identify a desired
electrical current characteristic 450 for electrical current 454
provided to an electroluminescent-based relief print scan-
ning device 458 based at least upon a first image character-
istic 452 of a first relief print image 456. The first relief print
image 456 is provided by the relief print scanning device
458 utilizing a first current configuration of the electrical
current 454;

In the exemplary system 400, the current adjusting com-
ponent 402 is operably coupled with the current determina-
tion component 404. The current adjusting component 402
is configured to adjust the first current configuration, result-
ing in a second current configuration, based at least upon
current adjustment data provided by the current determina-
tion component 404. In one implementation, the current
adjusting component 402 can adjust at least one character-
istic 450 of the electrical current 454 provided to the
electroluminescent-based relief print scanning device 458,
resulting in an adjusted current configuration.

FIG. 5 is a component diagram illustrating an example
implementation 500 where one or more portions of systems
described herein may be implemented. In this example 500,
an extension of FIG. 4 is provided and thus description of
elements, components, etc. described with respect to FIG. 4
may not be repeated for simplicity. In the example imple-
mentation 500, a current monitoring component 510 may be
electrically coupled with an electrical current provider 554
(e.g., providing alternating current (AC)), and it may be
disposed electrically downstream from the current adjusting
component 402. In one implementation, the current moni-
toring component 510 can be configured to identify the first
current configuration of the electrical current provided 554
to a relief print scanning device 558.

For example, one or more current characteristics may
include a voltage, amperage, frequency, resistance, and/or
impedance. As one example, decreasing (or increasing) an
amount of voltage provided to the relief print scanning
device 558 may also decrease (or increase) a perceived
electrical shock felt by a user of the relief print scanning
device 558. Therefore, in this example, the current configu-
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ration comprising a particular amount of voltage provided to
the relief print scanning device 558 may be identified by the
current monitoring component 510, and this current char-
acteristic 550 (e.g., voltage level) may be provided to the
current determination component 404. In one implementa-
tion, one or more current characteristics 550 comprised in
the current configuration (e.g., first current configuration)
may be identified and provided to the current determination
component 404 by the current monitoring component 510.
For example, one or more of the provided current’s voltage,
amperage, frequency, resistance, and/or impedance may be
identified for the first current configuration.

In the example implementation 500 of FIG. 5, an image
determination component 512 may be configured to identify
one or more image characteristics 552 (e.g., a first image
characteristic) of a relief print image 556 (e.g., the first relief
print image) provided by the relief print scanning device
558. As one example, the relief print scanning device 558
may capture a relief print image 556 using the provided
current 554 having the first current configuration, and the
image determination component 512 can identify one or
more image characteristics 552 from the relief print image
556. Further, the one or more image characteristics 552 may
be provided to the current determination component 404,
which may have also received the one or more identified
current characteristics 550 (e.g., comprised in the first cur-
rent configuration), for example, for the provided current
554 (e.g., the first current configuration) used to produce the
relief print image 556.

In one implementation, one or more image characteristics
552 may include brightness, contrast, edge detection, object
detection, luminance, luma, noise, and/or chrominance. As
one example, decreasing (or increasing) an amount of volt-
age (e.g., and/or one or more other current characteristics)
provided to the relief print scanning device 558 may also
decrease (or increase) a brightness of a resulting relief print
image 556 from the relief print scanning device 558. There-
fore, in this example, an amount of brightness (e.g., 552) in
the relief print image 556 may be identified by the image
determination component 512, and this image characteristic
552 can be provided to the current determination component
404. In one implementation, one or more image character-
istics 552 may be identified and provided to the current
determination component 404.

With continued reference to FIGS. 1-5, in one implemen-
tation, the current determination component 404 can be
configured to compare an image characteristic 552 (e.g., the
first image characteristic) of a relief print image 556 (e.g.,
the first relief print image) with a corresponding image
characteristic threshold 562, resulting in current adjustment
data 560 if the image characteristic 552 does not meet the
corresponding image characteristic threshold 562. Further,
in one implementation, the corresponding image character-
istic threshold 562 can be indicative of a relief print image
556 that comprises data usable for relief print recognition.

In one implementation, the current determination compo-
nent 404 can be configured to identify the current adjustment
data, where the current adjustment data comprise an indi-
cation to the current adjusting component 402 to adjust the
current 554 to an adjusted current configuration (e.g., the
second current configuration). That is, for example, the
current monitoring component 510 (e.g., an electrical sensor
or transducer) can identify the first current configuration for
the current 554, comprising predetermined levels for current
characteristics 550 such as voltage, resistance, electrical
impedance, frequency, and/or amperage. In this example, the
relief print scanner 558 can capture a first image (e.g., 556)
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using the current having the first current configuration. The
image determination component 512 can identify one or
more first image characteristics (e.g., 552), such as bright-
ness, contrast, edge detection, object detection, luminance,
chrominance, noise, and or luma, and provide them to the
current determination component 404. The current determi-
nation component 404, in this example, may compare the
one or more first image characteristics 552 to corresponding
image threshold values 562 to determine whether the image
comprises a usable image for relief print recognition (e.g.,
bright enough, enough contrast, appropriate edges, objects,
low noise, etc.).

Further, in this example, if one or more threshold values
are not met by the first image characteristic(s) 552, the
current determination component can determine current
variation data 560. For example, the current variation data
560 may comprise information indicative of an adjustment
for one or more of the current characteristics, resulting in a
second current configuration. For example, the second cur-
rent configuration may comprise a change in voltage (e.g.,
increase) to a predetermined second voltage level; a change
in resistance (e.g., decrease) to predetermined second resis-
tance level; a change in electrical impedance (e.g., decrease)
to a predetermined second impedance level; a change in
frequency (e.g., increase) to a predetermined second fre-
quency level; and/or a change in amperage (e.g., increase) to
a predetermined second amperage level.

Further, in this example, the change to the second current
configuration may be adjusted by the current adjusting
component 402, thereby providing adjusted electrical cur-
rent 554 to the relief print scanner 558 during capture of a
second relief print image 556. Again, the second relief print
image 556 can be analyzed, for example, by the image
determination component 512 to identify one or more sec-
ond image characteristics 552, which can be compared to the
one or more image characteristic thresholds 562 by the
current determination component 404. If the one or more
second image characteristic thresholds 562 meet the respec-
tive image characteristic thresholds 562, the second relief
print image 556 may be used, for example, for relief print
recognition (e.g., security, identification, etc.) and/or for
storage (e.g., image collection). Alternately, if the one or
more image thresholds 562 are not met, the process may be
iterated to create a third current configuration, a third relief
print image, etc. (e.g., and a fourth, fifth, etc. until a desired
image is captured).

In one implementation, the first current configuration of
the electrical current 554 can comprise an available con-
figuration in an operating range for the electro-luminescent
based film disposed in the electroluminescent-based relief
print scanning device 558 that provides a desired level of
perceived electrical sensation to a user. That is, for example,
the initial setting for the current configuration may comprise
the lowest voltage (e.g., or other current characteristic 550)
in an operating range for the relief print scanner 558. In this
way, for example, there is a higher chance that the user may
be provided a more comfortable image capture experience.

Further, in one implementation, the second current con-
figuration can comprise a next available configuration in the
operating range for the electro-luminescent based film that
provides a next level of perceived electrical sensation to the
user. That is, for example, if the first current configuration
does not provide a useable image, the second current con-
figuration (e.g., comprise a next higher level of voltage) may
be able to provide the usable image, while still remaining at
a low enough level to mitigate the electrical sensation to the
user. In this way, for example, the electrical characteristics
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may be stepped up sequentially, at least until a usable image
is obtained; thereby providing an electrical current configu-
ration to the user that has a least perceived electrical
sensation.

As provided herein, a method may be devised that pro-
vides for mitigating a perceived electrical current for a relief
object scanner. As one example, a reduction in the voltage
(e.g., or a change in some other current characteristic) for the
relief object scanner device can be used to reduce the
perceived electrical shock. For example, the reduction of
voltage (e.g., or change of current) can be based on char-
acteristics of a resulting image. Further, the current can be
altered at the time the relief object contacts the scanning
surface of the relief object scanner device.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary method
600 for mitigating perceived electrical sensation for a relief
print scanning device. The exemplary method 600 begins at
602. At 604, a first image characteristic can be determined
for a first relief print image 652 that is captured by an
electroluminescent-based relief print scanning device 650.
The electroluminescent-based relief print scanning device
650 utilizes a first electrical current configuration during the
capture of the first relief print image 652. At 606, the first
image characteristic may be compared with a first image
characteristic threshold. If the first image characteristic
meets (e.g., or exceeds) the first image characteristic thresh-
old (YES at 606), the resulting image may be used (e.g., for
relief print recognition purposes), at 610.

If the first image characteristic does not meet the first
image characteristic threshold (NO at 606), an electrical
current characteristic of the first current configuration may
be adjusted, at 608, resulting in a second electrical configu-
ration. Here, at least a portion of the resulting second current
configuration, comprising the adjusted electrical current
656, can be used to capture a second relief print image 652,
using the electroluminescent-based relief print scanning
device 650. For example, an electrical current providing
component 654 may adjust an output of the electrical current
656, based on the adjusted electrical current characteristics,
at 608. The adjusted electrical current 656 may be used by
the electro-luminescent relief print scanner 650 to capture an
image 652 of the relief print object (e.g., fingerprint). In one
implementation, the process 604-608 may be iterated, at
least until one or more image characteristics meet the
desired threshold at 606. Having met the desired threshold
at 606, and using the image, at 610, the exemplary method
600 ends at 612.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating an example imple-
mentation 700 where one or more portions of one or more
techniques described herein may be implemented. The
exemplary method 700 begins at 702. At 704, an electrical
current (e.g., 654 of FIG. 6) that is used by a relief print
scanning device (e.g., 650 of FIG. 6) can be set to a starting
configuration (e.g., a first configuration, such as an initial
configuration setting). In one implementation, the electrolu-
minescent-based relief print scanning device can be set to a
first electrical current configuration, where the first electrical
current configuration comprises an available configuration
in an operating range for an electro-luminescent based film
disposed in the electroluminescent-based relief print scan-
ning device that provides a desired level (e.g., least) of
perceived electrical sensation to a user.

As one example, the relief print scanning device may have
a baseline standard for a current configuration, comprising a
baseline set of current characteristics, where the baseline set
of current characteristics comprise a desired current level
(e.g., providing a lowest perceived electrical sensation to a
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user) that may still yield a useable image (e.g., one that can
be used to identify/match the resulting print with a database
print). In one implementation, the current provided to the
device may be set at the device’s baseline standard (e.g.,
comprising the lowest voltage, frequency, amperage, and/or
highest resistance, or impedance). In this implementation,
for example, the baseline current characteristics may miti-
gate the perceived electrical shock to the user.

At 706 in the example implementation 700, a relief print
image may be captured using the provided current (e.g., the
first electrical configuration set to the baseline). As
described above, an electrical current is supplied to a contact
electrode, which can be contacted by the scannee (e.g., user)
when touching the scanning surface of the device, for
example. In this example, the provided current can be used
to create an image of the relief print (e.g., as described in
FIGS. 2A and 2B), at the starting electrical configuration
(e.g., the baseline standard). Further, in one implementation,
the current may be provided to the contact electrode merely
at the moment the relief print object contacts both the
scanning surface and the contact electrode, such as by a
current provider (e.g., 108 of FIG. 1, 214 of FIG. 2A, 308
of FIG. 3A, 454 of FIG. 4, and/or 554 of FIG. 5) that is
configured to provide electrical current to the contact elec-
trode (e.g., 218 of FIG. 2A, 278 of FIG. 2B, and/or 304 of
FIGS. 3A-3D). In this way, in this example, a perceived
electrical shock may be mitigated, as the current may not
build up at the contact electrode prior to imaging (e.g.,
which can result in a higher perceived electrical shock).

At 708, a resulting image can be analyzed. As described
above, the relief print device can produce an image of the
relief print, where the initial image (e.g., first relief print
image 456 of FIG. 4) can comprise image characteristics, for
example, which may be associated with the current configu-
ration used to produce the image. As one example, a
particular voltage and/or frequency may yield a particular
image brightness and/or contrast for the image, which may
also be affected by environmental conditions at the time of
collection (e.g., temperature, humidity, dryness of object,
cleanliness of object and/or scanner, etc.). In this implemen-
tation 700, the image brightness may be analyzed, at 710,
and the image contrast can be analyzed, at 712. Image
brightness and image contrast are merely two of a plurality
of image characteristics that may be used to characterize an
image’s quality (e.g., edge detection, object detection, lumi-
nance, luma, and/or chrominance), and the subject matter
described herein is not limited only to those implementa-
tions described herein.

At 714, the one or more image characteristics, identified
at 708, can respectively be compared against an associated
threshold. In one implementation, the analysis can comprise
comparing the first image characteristic with a first image
characteristic threshold, to determine whether the image
characteristic meets the desired threshold. As one example,
an image’s brightness level and/or contrast level may affect
the device’s ability to detect the relief print, and/or compare
the print against a comparison database of prints. Therefore,
for example, an image brightness level threshold and/or an
image contrast level threshold may be compared against the
one or more image characteristics identified for the image.
As an example, an image brightness for an image may
comprise and average (e.g., or some other suitable statistic)
brightness value for the respective pixels in the image. As
another example, likewise, the image contrast for an image
may comprise and average (e.g., or some other suitable
statistic) contrast value for the respective contrasting pixels
in the image.
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In one implementation, comparing the first image char-
acteristic with the first image characteristic threshold can
comprise determining whether the first relief print image
comprises data that is usable for relief print recognition.
That is, for example, if the image does not comprise a
desired number of relief print edges or objects (e.g., indica-
tive of the ridges of a fingerprint), the image may not be
useable for relief print recognition (e.g., comparison, storage
and identification).

If the one or more image characteristics meets (e.g., or
exceeds) their corresponding image characteristic threshold
(YES at 714), the example implementation 700 can end, at
718, for example, and the resulting image may be utilized by
the relief print object scanning device (e.g., for storage
and/or identification). If the one or more image character-
istics does not meet their corresponding image characteristic
threshold (NO at 714), the starting current settings for the
relief print object scanning device may be adjusted to a next
level, at 716. In one implementation, a second electrical
current configuration can be identified, if the first image
characteristic does not meet the first image characteristic
threshold.

In one implementation, identifying the second electrical
configuration can comprise adjusting the electrical current
configuration to a next available configuration in the oper-
ating range for the electro-luminescent based film that
provides a next level of perceived electrical sensation to the
user. In this implementation, one or more characteristics of
the electrical configuration may be identified for adjustment,
including: voltage, resistance, electrical impedance, electri-
cal frequency, and/or amperage. As one example, a voltage
level for the current provided to the scanning device may be
increased by a desired amount (e.g., determined by empirical
evidence), and used to collect a second image, where the
second current configuration provides a next lowest per-
ceived electrical sensation to the user.

Returning to 706, a second image can be collected by the
relief print scanning device, using the second current con-
figuration comprising the adjusted current (e.g., adjusted to
the next level). The resulting image (e.g., second relief print
image) may be analyzed, at 708, and the identified image
characteristic(s) can be compared against the threshold(s). If
the image is suitable (e.g., usable for relief print recogni-
tion), for example, the example implementation 700 may
end at 718. However, if one or more of the thresholds are not
met, the process 716-706-714 may be iterated, at least until
a suitable image is identified. In this way, for example, the
current provided to the scanning devices is merely incre-
mented enough to provide a suitable image, which may
result in a lower perceived electrical shock to a user of the
device.

In another implementation, a computer-readable medium
may comprise processor-executable instructions that can be
configured to implement one or more portions of the one or
more techniques presented herein. An example computer-
readable medium is illustrated in FIG. 8, where the imple-
mentation 800 comprises a computer-readable medium 808
(e.g., a CD-R, DVD-R, a hard disk drive, flash-drive,
non-volatile memory storage component), on which is
encoded computer-readable data 806. This computer-read-
able data 806 in turn comprises a set of computer instruc-
tions 804 that can be configured to operate in accordance
with one or more of the techniques set forth herein. In one
such implementation 802, the processor-executable instruc-
tions 804 may be configured to perform a method, such as
at least some of the exemplary method 600 of FIG. 6. In
another such implementation, the processor-executable
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instructions 804 may be configured to implement a system,
such as at least some of the exemplary system 400 of FIG.
4. Many such computer-readable media may be devised by
those of ordinary skill in the art that are configured to
operate in accordance with the techniques presented herein.

FIG. 9 and the following discussion provide a brief,
general description of a computing environment in/on which
one or more or the implementations of one or more of the
methods and/or system set forth herein may be imple-
mented. The operating environment of FIG. 9 is merely an
example of a suitable operating environment and is not
intended to suggest any limitation as to the scope of use or
functionality of the operating environment. Example com-
puting devices include, but are not limited to, personal
computers, server computers, hand-held or laptop devices,
mobile devices (such as mobile phones, mobile consoles,
tablets, media players, and the like), multiprocessor systems,
consumer electronics, mini computers, mainframe comput-
ers, distributed computing environments that include any of
the above systems or devices, and the like.

Although not required, implementations are described in
the general context of computer readable instructions
executed by one or more computing devices. Computer
readable instructions may be distributed via computer read-
able media (discussed below). Computer readable instruc-
tions may be implemented as program modules, such as
functions, objects, Application Programming Interfaces
(APIs), data structures, and the like, that perform particular
tasks or implement particular abstract data types. Typically,
the functionality of the computer readable instructions may
be combined or distributed as desired in various environ-
ments.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example of a system 900 comprising
a computing device 902 configured to implement one or
more implementations provided herein. In one configura-
tion, computing device 902 includes at least one processing
unit 906 and memory 908. Depending on the exact configu-
ration and type of computing device, memory 908 may be
volatile (such as RAM, for example), non-volatile (such as
ROM, flash memory, etc., for example) or some combina-
tion of the two. This configuration is illustrated in FIG. 9 by
dashed line 904.

In other implementations, device 902 may include addi-
tional features and/or functionality. For example, device 902
may also include additional storage (e.g., removable and/or
non-removable) including, but not limited to, magnetic
storage, optical storage, and the like. Such additional storage
is illustrated in FIG. 9 by storage 910. In one implementa-
tion, computer readable instructions to implement one or
more implementations provided herein may be in storage
910. Storage 910 may also store other computer readable
instructions to implement an operating system, an applica-
tion program and the like. Computer readable instructions
may be loaded in memory 908 for execution by processing
unit 906, for example.

The term “computer readable media” as used herein
includes computer storage media. Computer storage media
includes volatile and nonvolatile, removable and non-re-
movable media implemented in any method or technology
for storage of information such as computer readable
instructions or other data. Memory 908 and storage 910 are
examples of computer storage media. Computer storage
media includes, but is not limited to, RAM, ROM,
EEPROM, flash memory or other memory technology, CD-
ROM, Digital Versatile Disks (DVDs) or other optical
storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk
storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other



US 9,449,213 B2

13

medium which can be used to store the desired information
and which can be accessed by device 902. Any such com-
puter storage media may be part of device 902.

Device 902 may also include communication
connection(s) 916 that allows device 902 to communicate
with other devices. Communication connection(s) 916 may
include, but is not limited to, a modem, a Network Interface
Card (NIC), an integrated network interface, a radio fre-
quency transmitter/receiver, an infrared port, a USB con-
nection or other interfaces for connecting computing device
902 to other computing devices. Communication
connection(s) 916 may include a wired connection or a
wireless connection. Communication connection(s) 916
may transmit and/or receive communication media.

The term “computer readable media” may include com-
munication media. Communication media typically embod-
ies computer readable instructions or other data in a “modu-
lated data signal” such as a carrier wave or other transport
mechanism and includes any information delivery media.
The term “modulated data signal” may include a signal that
has one or more of its characteristics set or changed in such
a manner as to encode information in the signal.

Device 902 may include input device(s) 904 such as
keyboard, mouse, pen, voice input device, touch input
device, infrared cameras, video input devices, and/or any
other input device. Output device(s) 912 such as one or more
displays, speakers, printers, and/or any other output device
may also be included in device 902. Input device(s) 914 and
output device(s) 912 may be connected to device 902 via a
wired connection, wireless connection, or any combination
thereof. In one implementation, an input device or an output
device from another computing device may be used as input
device(s) 914 or output device(s) 912 for computing device
902.

Components of computing device 902 may be connected
by various interconnects, such as a bus. Such interconnects
may include a Peripheral Component Interconnect (PCI),
such as PCI Express, a Universal Serial Bus (USB), firewire
(IEEE 1394), an optical bus structure, and the like. In
another implementation, components of computing device
902 may be interconnected by a network. For example,
memory 908 may be comprised of multiple physical
memory units located in different physical locations inter-
connected by a network.

Those skilled in the art will realize that storage devices
utilized to store computer readable instructions may be
distributed across a network. For example, a computing
device 920 accessible via network 918 may store computer
readable instructions to implement one or more implemen-
tations provided herein. Computing device 902 may access
computing device 920 and download a part or all of the
computer readable instructions for execution. Alternatively,
computing device 902 may download pieces of the computer
readable instructions, as needed, or some instructions may
be executed at computing device 902 and some at computing
device 920.

Various operations of implementations are provided
herein. In one implementation, one or more of the operations
described may constitute computer readable instructions
stored on one or more computer readable media, which if
executed by a computing device, will cause the computing
device to perform the operations described. The order in
which some or all of the operations are described should not
be construed as to imply that these operations are necessarily
order dependent. Alternative ordering will be appreciated by
one skilled in the art having the benefit of this description.
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Further, it will be understood that not all operations are
necessarily present in each implementation provided herein.

The word “exemplary” is used herein to mean serving as
an example, instance or illustration. Any aspect or design
described herein as “exemplary” is not necessarily to be
construed as advantageous over other aspects or designs.
Rather, use of the word exemplary is intended to present
concepts in a concrete fashion. As used in this application,
the term “or” is intended to mean an inclusive “or” rather
than an exclusive “or.” That is, unless specified otherwise, or
clear from context, “X employs A or B” is intended to mean
any of the natural inclusive permutations. That is, if X
employs A; X employs B; or X employs both A and B, then
“X employs A or B” is satisfied under any of the foregoing
instances. Further, At least one of A and B and/or the like
generally means A or B or both A and B. In addition, the
articles “a” and “an” as used in this application and the
appended claims may generally be construed to mean “one
or more” unless specified otherwise or clear from context to
be directed to a singular form.

Although the subject matter has been described in lan-
guage specific to structural features and/or methodological
acts, it is to be understood that the subject matter defined in
the appended claims is not necessarily limited to the specific
features or acts described above. Rather, the specific features
and acts described above are disclosed as example forms of
implementing the claims. Of course, those skilled in the art
will recognize many modifications may be made to this
configuration without departing from the scope or spirit of
the claimed subject matter.

As used in this application, the terms “component,”
“module,” “system,” “interface,” and the like to refer to a
computer-related entity, either hardware, a combination of
hardware and software, software, or software in execution.
For example, a component may be, but is not limited to
being, a process running on a processor, a processor, an
object, an executable, a thread of execution, a program
and/or a computer. By way of illustration, both an applica-
tion running on a controller and the controller can be a
component. One or more components may reside within a
process and/or thread of execution and a component may be
localized on one computer and/or distributed between two or
more computers.

Also, although the disclosure has been shown and
described with respect to one or more implementations,
equivalent alterations and modifications will occur to others
skilled in the art based upon a reading and understanding of
this specification and the annexed drawings. The disclosure
includes all such modifications and alterations and is limited
only by the scope of the following claims. In particular
regard to the various functions performed by the above
described components (e.g., elements, resources, etc.), the
terms used to describe such components are intended to
correspond, unless otherwise indicated, to any component
which performs the specified function of the described
component (e.g., that is functionally equivalent), even
though not structurally equivalent to the disclosed structure
which performs the function in the herein illustrated exem-
plary implementations of the disclosure.

In addition, while a particular feature of the disclosure
may have been disclosed with respect to only one of several
implementations, such feature may be combined with one or
more other features of the other implementations as may be
desired and advantageous for any given or particular appli-
cation. Furthermore, to the extent that the terms “includes,”
“having,” “has,” “with,” or variants thereof are used in either
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the detailed description or the claims, such terms are
intended to be inclusive in a manner similar to the term
“comprising.”

What is claimed is:

1. A system for mitigating perceived electrical sensation
for relief print scanning, comprising:

an electroluminescent-based relief print imaging device

comprising a contact electrode configured to direct

electrical current to a relief print object disposed in a

scanning position on the imaging device; and

an electrical current adjustment component operably

coupled with the imaging device, and configured to

provide adjusted electrical current for the contact elec-
trode to mitigate perceived electrical sensation to a user
of the imaging device, comprising:

an image identification component configured to iden-
tify an image that meets an image characteristic
threshold;

a current determination component configured to iden-
tify an adjusted current characteristic for the electri-
cal current to the contact electrode at least until the
image identification component identifies the image
that meets the image characteristic threshold; and

a current modification component configured to modify
the electrical current to the contact electrode based at
least upon the adjusted current characteristic, result-
ing in the adjusted electrical current.

2. The system of claim 1, the electrical current adjustment
component configured to receive data indicative of one or
more image characteristics of a first image from the imaging
device.

3. The system of claim 2, the image characteristics
comprising one or more of:

a level of image brightness;

a level of image contrast;

a metric indicative of an amount of edge detection in the

image;

a metric indicative of an amount of object detection in the

image;

a level of image luminance;

a level of image chrominance;

a level of noise identified in the image; and

a level of luma identified for the image.

4. The system of claim 2, the image identification com-
ponent configured to identify an image that meets an image
characteristic threshold by comparing respective one or
more of the image characteristics of the first image with a
corresponding image threshold characteristic.

5. The system of claim 2, the electrical current adjustment
component configured to receive data indicative of charac-
teristics of the electrical current provided to the contact
electrode.

6. The system of claim 2, the characteristics of the
electrical current provided to the contact electrode compris-
ing one or more of:

a measure of voltage;

a measure of resistance;

a measure of electrical impedance;

a measure of electrical frequency; and

a measure of amperage.

7. The system of claim 1, the current determination
component configured to identify an adjusted current char-
acteristic for the electrical current to the contact electrode by
identifying a predetermined next level of one or more of the
characteristics of the electrical current provided to the
contact electrode.
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8. The system of claim 7, the current modification com-
ponent configured to modify the electrical current to the
contact electrode by applying the predetermined next level
of the one or more of the characteristics of the electrical
current provided to the contact electrode.

9. The system of claim 1, the imaging device configured
to capture image data of the relief print object at least until
the image identification component identifies an image that
meets the image characteristic threshold.

10. A device that captures a relief print image while
mitigating user perceived electrical sensation, comprising:

an electroluminescent relief print capture system, config-

ured to capture a first image of a relief print object
using light directed from an electroluminescent layer
disposed at an image capture surface;

a current determination component configured to identify

a current adjustment data for electrical current provided
to the electroluminescent relief print capture system,
based at least upon a first image characteristic of the
first image captured using a first current configuration
of the electrical current; and

a current adjusting component, operably coupled with the

current determination component, and configured to
adjust the first current configuration, resulting in the
second current configuration, based at least upon the
current adjustment data provided by the current deter-
mination component, the second current configuration
configured to mitigate perceived electrical sensation to
a user of the electroluminescent relief print capture
system.

11. The device of claim 10, current determination com-
ponent configured to identify voltage adjustment data for the
electrical current provided to the electroluminescent relief
print capture system, based at least upon a first image
characteristic of the first image captured using a first current
voltage configuration of the electrical current.

12. The device of claim 10, comprising an image char-
acteristic identification component configured to identify the
first image characteristic of the first image.

13. The device of claim 12, the image characteristic
identification component configured to identify at least one
of: a brightness of the first image, and a contrast of the first
image.

14. The device of claim 13, the resulting second current
configuration configured to improve one or more of the
brightness of the first image, and the contrast of the first
image, in a subsequent second image of the relief print
object captured by the electroluminescent relief print capture
system using the second current configuration.

15. The device of claim 10, the electroluminescent relief
print capture system comprising an electroluminescent
based film operating in a voltage range of sixty to six
hundred volts, inclusive.

16. The device of claim 15, the first current configuration
of the electrical current operating from sixty to six hundred
volts, and the second current configuration operating at a
higher voltage than the first current configuration.

17. A method for mitigating perceived electrical sensation
for a relief print scanning device, comprising:

receiving data indicative of a first image captured by a

electroluminescent-based relief print scanning device;
identifying a first image characteristic of the data indica-
tive of a first image;

identifying a first electrical current configuration for elec-

trical current used by the electroluminescent-based
relief print scanning device to capture the first image;
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comparing the first image characteristic to an image
characteristic threshold indicative of a usable image;

identifying a second electrical current configuration,
based at least upon the first electrical current configu-
ration, for the electrical current for use by the elec-
troluminescent-based relief print scanning device to
capture a second image if the first image characteristic
does not meet the image characteristic threshold; and

adjusting the electrical current for use by the electrolu-
minescent-based relief print scanning device to the
second electrical current configuration, the second elec-
trical current configuration configured to mitigate per-
ceived electrical sensation by a user of the electrolu-
minescent-based relief print scanning device.

18. The method of claim 17, identifying the first image
characteristic of the data indicative of the first image com-
prising identifying one or more of: the brightness of the first
image, and the contrast of the first image.

19. The method of claim 18, identitying the first electrical
current configuration for electrical current used by the
electroluminescent-based relief print scanning device to
capture the first image comprising identifying a first voltage
for the first electrical current configuration.

20. The method of claim 19, identifying the second
electrical current configuration, based at least upon the first
electrical current configuration, for the electrical current for
use by the electroluminescent-based relief print scanning
device to capture a second image if the first image charac-
teristic does not meet the image characteristic threshold,
comprising identifying a second voltage for the electrical
current, comprising an increase in the voltage from the first
voltage.
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